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Hans Weerstra was editor of IJFM longer than anyone before him. 

After eight years he felt he had to turn things over. I became the 

“default editor,” and now after eight years I too am hoping to turn 

things over! 

Rory’s idea of our 25th anniversary year touching on the past in each issue 

brings me to comment on the issues covering 2001–2008.

My first editorial for volume 18:1 clearly stated the fact that mission frontiers 

come in various sizes and shapes, and that the phrase “unreached peoples” by 

no means covers them all. After all, once you find out where to go—to all the 

unreached peoples—you still have to decide what to do once you get there. And 

that’s a much more complex question than where.

During these eight years the task of editorship has gradually moved from me to 

our managing editor Rory Clark. He is now doing the lion’s share of the work and 

is very much appreciated by me as well as, I’m sure, everyone who reads IJFM. 

I also want to express my gratitude for the key thinking of the network of 

consulting editors and regular contributors to this journal. This is a remarkable 

group of people, and, of course, the journal is totally dependent on the quality 

of the contributions.

Another observation is that during this period we have often clearly expressed 

our own sentiments, while at the same time trying very hard to generously offer 

space for opposing perspectives to express their views. As a result you can find 

some very far-out ideas expressed by myself, perhaps, and some others, but 

these are simply for the edification of our readers. They are not, in any sense, 

canonized creeds sent down from heaven that we expect everyone to accept. 

I actually contributed an article entitled “Eleven Frontiers of Perspective” in 

issues 20:3 and 20:4, and we have tried very hard to make clear that mission 

frontiers are anything and everything that holds back the extension of God’s 

grace and His will in this world. At this point I will simply refer you to the 
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fourth page of every issue where a 
standard statement of frontiers can 
be found. This very clearly states the 
policy and perspective of this journal. 

It is also to be admitted that just as the 
world has changed, and factors in mis-
sion strategy have changed as a result, so 
has the thinking of some of the people 
who contribute to the journal. I can 
at least speak for myself. I feel I have 
learned a great deal in the last eight 
years, and there is evidence of the pro-
gression of perspective in these pages.

Perhaps the most specific example 
would be the concept of Kingdom mis-
sion versus Church mission. Church 
mission is defined as the extension of 
the church through winning people 
to Christ and incorporating them into 
accountable fellowships. Kingdom 
mission is when the church goes beyond 
its membership boundaries and intends 
to seek God’s will in this world for His 
glory. The latter concept of Kingdom 
mission has a long history of waxing 
and waning. There will be more, per-
haps, in future issues about this but it 

is certainly—as you can see in some of 
our recent issues—a very weighty and 
current topic.

The world seems in some ways to have 
gotten ahead of the Christian mission 
movement in terms of tackling world 
problems, disease, poverty, corrup-
tion, etc., yet this is something which 
evangelicals were famous for doing in 
the 19th century. In the 20th century a 
polarization took place in which some 
people sought to get people out of this 
world and other people sought to get 
the glory of God into this world, to 
speak simplistically. 

Since I am also editor of Mission 
Frontiers, the official bulletin of 
the US Center for World Mission, 
there are a number of things in that 
periodical along this line. Generally 
speaking, things are stated in more 
popular language there and in briefer 
expanse. However, it is often true that 
the IJFM carries the weightier length 
of original articles and goes into 
greater detail. Often, of course, in the 
IJFM we treat subjects that are much 

more delicate than could be blazoned 
in the pages of a popular periodical 
like Mission Frontiers. IJFM
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Foreword by Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

T he central concern of Diversifi ed � eological Education, which includes 
� eological Education by Extension, is access. TEE and DTE models have 

made enormous progress in the urgent task of opening access to and equipping all 
God’s people for ministry and mission. Access has many interrelated dimensions:
Geography, economics, culture, ecclesiology, gender, race, class, diff ering ability, 
pedagogy, and spirituality. � e case studies in this anthology come from 
Zambia, South Africa, Ghana, India, Nepal, Australia, Costa Rica, Argentina, 
Guatemala, Canada, United States, and Russia.

“One of the most creative and widespread movements of theological education in our 
time has been called � eological Education by Extension. . . . � e case studies off ered 
here demonstrate ongoing creativity, so much so that a new name is proposed in the 
title for this anthology: Diversifi ed � eological Education.” — From the Foreword by 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu

“� e World Council of Churches’ program area, Ecumenical � eological Education, 
recognizes the special contribution of its former staff  member, Ross Kinsler, and 
recommends this volume as an extraordinary resource to carry forward our 
common task.” — Dietrich Werner, Coordinator, Ecumenical � eological 
Education, World Council of Churches

“� is book will be of great interest to all those involved in theological education 
around the world. It has to do with the relentless quest for the relevance 
of theological education to the mission of the church in the contemporary 
world.” — Aharon Sapsezian, former Director of the World Council of 
Churches’ Programme on � eological Education

“Testimonies recorded in this book show how TEE/DTE equips God’s people for God’s 
mission in the face of globalization and new forms of empire.” — Kangwa Mabuluki, 
Secretary, All Africa � eological Education by Extension Association 

R K was part of the team that developed TEE in Guatemala in the early 
1960s. � en he joined the staff  of the Programme on � eological Education of 
the WCC, where he was able to follow the global development of TEE, which 
he documented in the 1983 publication of Ministry by the People: � eological 
Education by Extension. Later he joined the faculty of the Latin American Biblical 
University in Costa Rica, which is included in this anthology. He now lives in 
Southern California, USA.
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�e central concern of Diversified �eological Education, which 
includes �eological Education by Extension, is access. TEE 
and DTE models have made enormous progress in the urgent 
task of equipping all God’s people for ministry.  Ross Kinsler has 
compiled in this anthology important case studies of the diverse 
means of contemporary theological education.
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How should Christians respond to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict which, 
for decades, has been the focus of media reports on suicide bombings, wars, 
billions in military weaponry, and countless diplomatic efforts towards 
resolution by presidents and prime ministers?

In this volume, you’ll hear the voices of Jews and Arabs of faith as they 
passionately share their perspective on what has happened and how we 
should understand the present situation in the light of Scripture.  


