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-Reviewed by Ralph D. Winter

This is a book of ruminations 
about a variety of subjects, 

generally critical of fundamentalist 
Evangelicals. Here is a comment 
on one specifi c item. Gilkey states 
that the Little Rock, Arkansas trial 
in 1981 challenged in Federal court 
a state Act 590 in which “creation 
science” was described as involving 
“the sudden creation of all things 
out of nothing.”

That was 1981. Since then the 
Big Bang theory has gained wider 
and wider acceptance in scien-
tifi c circles, a theory in which the 
entire universe did in fact pop into 
existence out of practically nothing. 
More precisely, the Big Bang theory 
involves an initial expansion incred-
ibly faster than the speed of light. 
Light speeds at 186,000 miles in 
one second. In one year light travels 
31,500,000 times that far. The Big 
Bang theory postulates that from 
a tiny particle things expanded in 
less than 1/1,000th of a second, to 
the size of a galaxy 100,000 light 
years across. That is, 100,000 times 
31,500,000 times the 186,000 miles 
light travels in one second.

Obviously scientists are not having 
diffi culties in believing in this 
incredibly sudden emergence of 
the universe. What many refuse to 
believe is the idea that the many 
varieties of life emerged suddenly 
on earth. Most of all, most scientists 
today are very sure that no intel-
ligence could possibly be involved in 
the very slow and lengthy develop-
ment of life on earth. Yet, paradoxi-
cally, they are conversely very sure, 
also, that millions of dollars invested 
in huge radio telescopes in Florida—
set to listen for coded sounds from 
outer space—is an activity very likely 
to establish the existence of intelli-
gent life “out there.”

That is, some evidence of coded 
signals coming from outer space 
will be for them enough to estab-
lish life out in space while the 
boundlessly complex human cell is 
not evidence enough to establish 
intelligence in life on earth.

One thing that is quite unfortunate 
is the widespread assumption that 
the Bible itself disallows any kind 
of lengthy development of life. As I 
tried to indicate in an earlier issue, 
“The Most Precarious Frontier,” 
(and again on p. 72) that what the 
Bible describes in its fi rst chapter 
is very likely a recent re-creation 
of non-carnivorous life, and that 
Genesis 1:1 follows, not precedes the 
lengthy pattern of life development 
displayed in the crust of the earth.

As I see it, it does little good to say 
that all those eons of time can be 

snuggled into elongated “days” of 
creation in Genesis. Why? Because 
the lengthy record of earlier forms 
of life (thousands of different 
dinosaurs, for example) is unremit-
tingly a record of fi erce, violent, 
carnivorous life, while the forms 
of life recreated in Genesis chapter 
1 are entirely non-carnivorous, 
according to the text. That God 
would begin again as recorded in 
Genesis with non-carnivorous life 
is perfectly understandable if ear-
lier creation had been extensively 
perverted and a new beginning was 
launched in a destroyed sector of 
the known world. Thus, Genesis 
1:2 is best translated “destruction 
and desolation” not “formless and 
void.” Genesis 1:1 “bara” does not 
mean created out of nothing but is 
what a potter does to clay. 

By putting the “old earth” before 
Genesis 1:1 an immense paralyz-
ing weight is lifted from the sincere 
Bible reader. This way the “young 
earth” is described right in the 
Biblical record. The “old earth” 
precedes the Genesis account. 

Far more details are laid out in the 
book reviewed next.

Frontiers in Mission, Ralph D. 
Winter, Pasadena: William Carey 
International University, 2005, 
pp. 312.
-Reviewed by Ralph D. Winter

This is not so much a coherent 
book as it is a collection of 

papers collected under six head-
ings, displaying a development 
of thought focusing primarily on 
remaining barriers to the advance 
of the Kingdom of God and the 
vanquishing of evil. The chapters 
are listed below.

Reviews
Book

Blue Twilight: 
Nature, 
Creationism, 
and American 
Religion, 
Langdon Gilkey, 
Minneapolis: 
Fortress Press, 
2001, pp. 
180. ISBN: 
080063294X
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Frontiers in Mission

Part One: Twelve Frontiers in Context, 53pp
1 Early Frontiers, 11/76, 3pp

2 Introduction to Mission Frontiers 1979-1981, 9/79, 8pp

3 Mission Insights, 11/76, 4pp

4 Academic Vitae, 1/05, 1p

5 How are Frontiers Identified?, 12/04, 1p

6 The Origin of the Perspectives Movement, 1/78, 2pp

7 Milestone Events in My Life, 6/85, 2pp

8 My Pilgrimage In Mission, IBMR, 1/95, 4pp

9 Basic Concepts, 1/00, 2pp

10 Twelve Frontiers of Perspective, 1/04, 13pp

11 Beyond 12 Frontiers: Business as Mission, 1/05, 7pp

12 The Most Precarious Frontier, 11/04, 6pp

Part Two: Educational Dimensions, 21pp
13 The Largest Stumbling Block in Leadership Development, 6/98, 11pp

14 The Seminary, Whence and Whither?, 5/99, 3pp

15 WCIU Executive Summary, 9/02, 1p

16 A Fundamental Change is Needed, 11/02, 3pp

17 The Role of Our University (WCIU), 9/04, 3pp

Part Three: Historical Dimensions, 50pp
18 Precarious Milestones to Edinburgh 1980, 4/80, 4pp

19 The Kingdom Strikes Back: Ten Epochs of Redemptive History, 6/81, 20pp

20 How to Run a Mission Society, 1/91, 9pp

21 The Role of Western Missions in the 21st Century, 10/99, 4pp

22 The Largest New Factor in Mission Strategy in the 21st Century, 9/03, 4pp

23 Gutenberg and the Eclipse of Islam, 10/03, 1p

24 A Global Network of Mission Structures, 10/04, 8pp

Part Four: Unreached Peoples Dimensions, 36pp
25 The Early History of “Hidden Peoples ”, 6/82, 2pp

26 Unreached Peoples: An Analysis of a Movement, 5/95, 10pp

27 Unreached Peoples: The Story of a Movement, 5/95, 10pp

28 From Mission to Evangelism to Mission, 11/02, 3pp

29 I Was Bombed by an Explosive Idea, 7/04, 3pp

30 Was Cornelius Saved before Peter ’s Visit?, 7/04, 3pp

31 The Greatest Mistake in Missions, 8/04, 3pp

32 In Pursuit of the Full Gospel, 10/04, 1p

33 What Is A Christ-Centered Church?, 10/04, 1p

Part Five: Disease/Satan Dimensions, 17pp
34 When God Doesn’t Make Sense, 4/00, 2pp

35 How Should We Deal With the Phenomenon of Disease?, 12/02, 2pp

36 A Growing Awareness about Disease, 12/02, 2pp
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Frontiers in Mission

37 The Roberta Winter Institute, 2/03, 4pp

38 Group Self-Deception, 2/03, 4pp

39 Causes of Death in America, 5/04, 1p

40 Beyond Unreached Peoples, 11/04, 2pp

Part Six: Is There One Story?, 80pp
41 Where Darwin Scores Higher Than Intelligent Design, 8/02, 4pp

42 Origins, Evil and Mission, 8/02, 40pp

43 The Condensed Story of This Planet, 10/02, 2pp

44 Basic (Recent) Insights, 11/02, 2pp

45 The Instrumentalities of God, 12/02, 1p

46 Making Sense to Today ’s Scientists, 1/04, 4pp

47 The Comprehensive Story of Redemption, 2/04, 1p

48 Evolution: Evolved or Involved, 5/04, 3pp

49 Getting to Know the Bible, 9/04, 1p

50 The Story of Our Planet, 10/04, 22pp

Appendix, 25pp
51 IJFM Volumes 1 to 21, by volume, 1/05, 15pp

52 IJFM Volumes 1 to 21, by author, 1/05, 10pp 

For copies send a check to: WCIU Press, Attn: Betty Leung, 1539 E. Howard Street, 
Pasadena, CA  91104. Or, phone a credit-card order to 626-296-7501.

New from William Carey International University Press

Frontiers in Mission contains 312 pages of 

fairly recent “out of the box” writings by Ralph fairly recent “out of the box” writings by Ralph 

Winter on new dimensions of missions, as 

prepared for a course taught at the Columbia prepared for a course taught at the Columbia 

International University (South Carolina) in 

January 2005.January 2005.

$12 postpaid.


