
Who We Are

The IJFM is published in the name of the International Student Leaders Coalition for Frontier Missions, a fellowship of younger leaders committed to 
the purposes of the twin consultations of Edinburgh 1980: The World Consultation on Frontier Missions and the International Student Consultation on 
Frontier Missions. As an expression of the ongoing concerns of Edinburgh 1980, the IJFM seeks to:

 promote intergenerational dialogue between senior and junior mission leaders; 
 cultivate an international fraternity of thought in the development of frontier missiology;
 highlight the need to maintain, renew, and create mission agencies as vehicles for frontier missions;
 encourage multidimensional and interdisciplinary studies;
 foster spiritual devotion as well as intellectual growth; and
 advocate “A Church for Every People.”

Mission frontiers, like other frontiers, represent boundaries or barriers beyond which we must go yet beyond which we may not be able to see clearly 
and boundaries which may even be disputed or denied. Their study involves the discovery and evaluation of the unknown or even the reevaluation 
of the known. But unlike other frontiers, mission frontiers is a subject specifically concerned to explore and exposit areas and ideas and insights 
related to the glorification of God in all the nations (peoples) of the world, to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the 
power of Satan to God.

Subscribers and other readers of the IJFM (due to ongoing promotion) come from a wide variety of backgrounds. Mission professors, field missionaries, 
young adult mission mobilizers, college librarians, mission executives, and mission researchers all look to the IJFM for the latest thinking in frontier 
missiology. Who We Are
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Guest Editor
Dear Reader,

If you have been tracking with the 

IJFM you will recall the Spring 

2001 issue’s report from the Institute 

of Hindu Studies regarding a new 

network called the Rethinking Forum. 

Perhaps you read about this network 

in Mission Frontiers or maybe you’re 

hearing about it for the first time. 

Regardless, you will find here the 

reflections of network associates, men 

and women practicing non-tradi-

tional, highly contextualized methods 

of Biblical witness among Hindu 

peoples. 

These folks sound the need for a new, 

more radical paradigm for ministry 

among Hindus. We hope that this 

handful of ministry models, stories 

and case studies now in your hands 

will aid in the process of evaluat-

ing past and current ministry in the 

Hindu context. Our prayer is that you 

will be challenged to embrace new 

models of ministry that will make the 

greatest kingdom impact.

We have sought to bring together the 

research and experiences of those with 

a common vision for reaching the 

Hindu world. In this issue you will:

• journey down the Ganges 
River meeting devout God 
seekers along the way

• grieve with young people 
struggling with church poli-
tics and policies 

• meet up with the barefooted, 

safron robed intellectual 
Brahmabandhab Upadhyay

• encounter NV Tilak as he 
seeks out the “Indian Christ” 
of the Bible

• witness Channappa Uttangi’s 
influence and acceptance in 
his Lingayat community

• consider if Jesus is the per-
fect embodiment of Indian 
dharma

• read stories of the community 
tensions encountered when 
Hindus come to Christ.

In this issue you will also find a 

handful of book reviews. We hope 

that these reviews will encourage you 

to dive into some of these books for 

yourself. The Institute of Hindu Studies 

can provide ordering information for 

the titles mentioned.

It has been a privilege to help edit this 

issue for you. Please contact us for 

more information on the ministries 

of the Institute of Hindu Studies at 

ihs@uscwm.org.

Jamie Bean
Institute of Hindu Studies

From the

The Rethinking Forum is a global network 
of cross-cultural workers who have a 
passion for introducing Hindus to Jesus 
and the Biblical faith. Members endeavor 
to promote and facilitate the birthing of 
Christ-centered movements within Hindu 
cultures and communities.

The Forum is currently conducting training 
and awareness programs for churches, 
schools and organizations, running a 
resource center, operating a web page and 
facilitating a network. Plans for a review 
journal are now underway. The second 
annual conference will be held September 
6-8, 2002. See ad on page 194 for details. 

From the Guest Editor


