Spiritual Breakthrough
in Turkey
The prayers of hundreds of thousands of Christians in North America and Europe are paying off.
The main reason for the openness in Turkey is because people have been praying for years.
What has happened in Turkey can happen everywhere else.

by Editors of Religion Today

T

urkey is "close to a spiritual
breakthrough." Christians are
boldly proclaiming the gospel in this
mostly Muslim country, and as they
do they are gaining more freedom and
becoming more accepted. So reports a
U.S.-based ministry to the country.
“Believers
are
becoming
selfconfident,” said Luis Bush of the AD
2000 Movement, who met with
church leaders last year. "The Turkish
world is close to a spiritual breakthrough," Bush said. More churches
are being granted legal status and are
more accepted by society. Istanbul
had two churches 10 years ago; there
are now 12 with their own buildings
and four that meet in houses. Sales of
New Testaments are increasing, and a
24-hour Christian radio station
reaches 20 million listeners.
Christians distributed 1,200 New
Testaments and hundreds of audio
tapes telling about the life of Christ in
Istanbul's main shopping district on
Christmas Eve. Most people warmly
received the handouts and police officers did not interfere. "That kind of
thing would have been impossible a
few years ago," an official of a U.S.based ministry to Turkey told Religion
Today. Police arrested and deported
foreign Christian workers for the
same activities less than five years
ago, he said.
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Praying for the Lost in the 10/40 Window
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of meetings in February. The ministry
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Today there are an estimated 1,000
evangelical Christians, about 17,000
Eastern rite and Latin rite Catholics,
and 72,000 Orthodox believers.

Evangelizing the
Nation
Most of the 55 million citizens
have never heard the message of
Christ and many oppose Christianity
because of the legacy of the Crusades.
European Crusaders conquered the
country and massacred many people.

preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. But when
He saw the multitudes, He was moved
with compassion for them, because
they were weary and scattered, like
sheep having no shepherd. Then He
said to His disciples, `The harvest
truly is plentiful, but the laborers are
few. Therefore pray the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest’” (Matthew 9:35-38).
Some people have majored on the
fact that people have a “will” of their
own, as if it could never be changed. I
have good news for them! God is in
the will-changing business! Every person who has ever been born again
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A Christian effort to apologize for
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With
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with thanksgiving that God is performing His Word in their lives. Pray:
“Father, thank You for giving us
the nations in the 10/40 Window for
Your inheritance and the ends of the
earth for Your possession.”
“Because of the severity of the
persecution some of these people have
experienced for taking a stand for
Christianity, we bind the spirits of
fear, terror and oppression from them
and we loose the Spirit of power, love
and soundness of mind unto them, in
Jesus’ name.”
“We call the leaders and the citizens of every country, province and
village in the 10/40 Window saved,
filled with the Holy Spirit and submitted to Your will, Father, in Jesus’
name.”
“Happy are the people in the 10/
40 Window whose God is the Lord!”
“And Father, in the name of
Jesus, we loose wisdom and a blood
covering of protection over those who
orchestrate prayer efforts as well as
hands-on missions outreaches into
the 10/40 Window.”
“Thank You, Father, that You
always give us victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, we are
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in Your work, knowing that our
labor is not in vain.”
(Read Psalm 2:8; 2 Timothy 1:7;
Isaiah 54:14; 1 Timothy 2:1-4; Psalm
144:15; Proverbs 21:1; Psalm 91; 1
Corinthians 15:57,58 for additional
biblical support).
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