
How Can All Peoples Be Reached by the Year 2000? 
By Luis Bush 
 
This year we celebrate the bicentenary of William Carey, known as the father of modern day 
missions. Carey arrived in India in 1792. One hundred years later A. T. Pierson made the 
statement: "At this centenary of William Carey, God's signals flash like lightning and boom like 
thunder around the sky. By every mightiest argument and most persuasive appeal; by every 
motive drawn from a world's need and our opportunity; by every open door and loud cry; by 
every Scripture prophecy and promise, and by every unfolding of Providence Christ is just now 
saying to His Church, 'Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.'" At the 
bicentenary of William Carey we can readily say "A Church for Every People and the Gospel for 
Every Person by the Year 2000." And borrowing from D. L. Moody-who believed the world 
could be evangelized by the year 1900-we might add, it can be done, it ought to be done, it must 
be done. 
 
Perhaps this has never been quite so clear to me as when standing one month ago amidst more 
than 12,000 black African ministers of the gospel from more than 2150 African denominations 
and forty-five countries. With hands raised toward heaven, they were all praying out loud 
together as William Kumuyi was being commissioned as regional coordinator of AD 2000 for 
Africa. Kumuyi is pastor of the largest church in Africa, with missionaries in 35 countries and 
many languages of Africa, and meetings in 600 districts in Lagos. Minutes before, the Africa 
2000 declaration had been signed personally by over 10,100 ministers. This was a moment of 
dedication-not only for William Kumuyi, but for each one of them-to the task that they had set 
out for themselves as they made the following declaration: 

 
We meet in the recognition of our historical background of civil wars and tribal strife but 
we join together as one body in Christ, standing on the promises of the Word of God and 
believing that God loves Africa and wants to use Africa for his glory. While poverty and 
starvation and AIDS threaten many across the land we know that the church is the 
pathway to peace and prosperity and is the salt of the earth. We acknowledge that the 
enormous and diverse problems we face in society in Africa are due in part because the 
church has not taken up its role as the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Further, 
we have been so taken up with our own problems that we have not looked upon the 
spiritual needs of the African countries in North Africa and other parts of the world. We 
repent and humbly confess our sins of omission and commission as a church as well as 
the collective sins of the countries that we represent from all of Africa. 
 
We thank God for the missionaries who have come, beginning with Robert Moffat, a 
little less than 180 years ago and for the advance of the gospel in Africa and the size, the 
scope and the commitment of this generation's African church. We recognize that we 
have sometimes struggled with our missionary friends from overseas. We regret that they 
did not train and prepare us for cross-cultural missions. We also recognize that we have 
experienced division between other denominations. For this disunity we repent before 
Almighty God. 
 
We acknowledge the work of the Holy Spirit in adding to the church those who are being 



saved in the continent of Africa such that there has been a remarkable growth of the 
church during this century. We also acknowledge the emergence of new forms of biblical 
Christianity from the African soil. 
 
We consider that we are living in a singular moment in the history of the church as we 
move toward the year 2000 and believe that God has graciously opened a window of 
opportunity for reaching all of Africa by the year 2000 and also participating together 
with Christians from other cultures in seeing a church for every people and the gospel for 
every person in the world by the year 2000. 
 
Furthermore, we acknowledge the biblical, historical and current-day importance of 
intercessory prayer as a primary strategy for fulfilling the Great Commission. 

 
Specific Resolutions 

1. We therefore commit ourselves to boldly seize this crucial moment to cooperate with 
what the Holy Spirit is doing and with one another by seeking to call all the members of 
our churches and all biblically-based churches throughout Africa to the glorious task 
before us. 
2. We commit ourselves to the goal of a church for every people and the gospel for every 
person in Africa by the year 2000. By this we mean that we will seek by any legitimate 
means possible, to make the gospel available to every African in a language they can 
understand by the year 2000. We will pray and work towards the goal of seeing Africa 
South of the Sahara predominantly Christian by the year 2000. 
3. In addition, we commit ourselves to establishing a church-planting movement in every 
country and in every one of the hundreds of unreached people groups which have been 
by-passed and are separated by language and culture. Further, we commit ourselves to the 
goal of seeing Christ become incarnate in the life of a vital congregation in every city of 
every country in Africa by the year 2000. For this we commit ourselves to train and send 
10,000 African missionaries cross-culturally by the year 2000 and to establish a strong 
missionary movement in every country of Africa. 
4. We commit ourselves to join with millions of Christians around the world in "10/40 
Focus '93" [a month of massive prayer focused on the 10/ 40 Window] to prepare and 
then to pray with fasting including a total of some five million African intercessors 
during the entire month of October 1993 for spiritual breakthroughs, the bringing down 
of spiritual strongholds, the preparing of a harvest and the raising up of workers for all 
the countries, people groups and cities in the 10/40 Window [a rectangular shaped region 
from ten degrees north of the equator to forty degrees north of the equator stretching from 
West Africa all the way across to East Asia]. On the last Saturday of October 1993, 
which is the 30th, we will join with the example of our Japanese brothers and sisters who 
are planning a rally for 60,000 in a stadium in Osaka by organizing a final prayer rally in 
stadiums in cities across each country of Africa for the 10/40 Window. 
 
As we observe the remarkable spiritual initiative of the church in the Two-Thirds World 
today as this movement in Africa suggests we can be both encouraged and expectant that 
the obstacles can be overcome so that there will be a church for every people and the 
gospel for every person by the year 2000. 



 
"The supreme question of the hour for the Christian," said A. T. Pierson 100 years ago, "is the 
evangelization of the world by the end of the century." Today it again is the supreme question of 
the hour for every Christian. 
 
In fact, we have much to rejoice about when we compare the state of Christianity with that of 
Carey's day. In his Enquiry Into the Obligation of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of 
the Heathen, Carey estimated that fewer than one-third of the countries of the world had any 
gospel witness. Today we are not only talking about every country but also every ethno-
linguistic people group in every country of the world. The question before us at this consultation 
is: "What will it take so that all peoples be reached by AD 2000?" 
I. For all peoples to be reached by the year 2000, the biblical priority needs to be affirmed in the 
mission agencies and among the local churches around the world. 
 

A. Explanation 
 

The highest priority in missions today is not only cross-cultural evangelism but cross-cultural 
evangelism to the unreached peoples of the world. Let me repeat that... The highest priority in 
missions today is not only cross-cultural evangelism but cross-cultural evangelism to unreached 
peoples. Today's biggest challenge is to reach the unreached. The single most important task is to 
see that a viable indigenous church be established within each unreached ethno-linguistic group 
of people. 

B. Biblical Evidence 

"A world having turned from God," Graham Scroggie wrote in his book The Drama of World 
Redemption, "He left it and chose a man through whom He would ultimately by Christ reach the 
lost." That man was Abraham. The first major act of God following the formation of the different 
ethno-linguistic peoples, and the scattering of the human families of the earth by language 
groups, was the divinely initiated missions mandate for blessing to be experienced among each 
of the families of the earth. The call of Abraham in Genesis 12 was with the promise of being a 
blessing to all the families of the earth. As the father of God's people- including Israel and all 
who believed- you and I as believers were in Abraham and called to be a blessing to the peoples 
of the earth. Dr. Bruce Waltke, who coauthored the Theological Wordbook of the Old 
Testament, assured me that from his perspective both the Old Testament and the New Testament 
mission mandates have an ethno-linguistic people group focus. 

Jesus instructed his followers to disciple panta ta ethne, all the nations, all the ethno-linguistic or 
people groups. In Matthew 24, the disciples asked Jesus how to recognize the time of His coming 
and the end of the age. Jesus described to them some of the signs of the end time. He said there 
would be noise of battles, famines and earthquakes as well as strong persecution among those 
who would follow Him. But then Jesus becomes more specific concerning His return when He 
says in verse 14: "And this good news about the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 
testimony to all peoples, and then the end will come." 

You can trace the thread of the concept of nations or people groups through the Scriptures all the 
way to Revelation, the last book in the Bible. Representatives will be there from all languages 



and peoples. God's eternal concern for the unreached peoples is clearly expressed in: 

Rev. 7:9-After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the 
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 

Rev. 5:9-And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation." 

These unreached peoples have been called by different labels such as hidden peoples, frontier 
peoples, by-passed peoples, unpenetrated peoples, or unreached peoples, but they represent the 
target peoples in God's plan of redemption in Christ. 

II. For all peoples to be reached by the year 2000, the reasons for progress towards the goal 
need to be understood and the do-ability of the task affirmed. 

In a survey of Christian leaders around the world, in preparation for the upcoming Global 
Consultation on World Evangelization by the Year 2000 and Beyond, the question was asked, 
"How will you know that the world has been reached?" The vast majority of the 1100 
respondents from 60 countries said "By the presence of a viable church among every unreached 
people group in the world." 

There is a growing conviction of the do-ability of the task. Never in the history of the church has 
the completion of the Great Commission been as feasible as it is today. Great Commission 
Christians are proportionately higher, and the church is more international than ever, the 
resources available to us are greater than ever, and our understanding of the task before us is 
clearer than ever. We no longer talk of 2.4 billion unreached individuals, we now talk of a few 
thousand unreached people groups. 

When Donald McGavran reviewed the responsiveness of the People Movements in the Punjab 
with Fred and Margaret Stock, who wrote the book by that name, he developed the need to focus 
on people groups in his book The Bridges of God. Simultaneously in Guatemala, Cameron 
Townsend was confronted by the Indian who said: "If your God is so great, why can't he speak 
my language?" Consequently, Wycliffe Bible Translators was started to translate the Word of 
God in the language of each people. 

A watershed of the concept of unreached people groups was at Lausanne I in 1974 when Ralph 
Winter spoke on the subject of cross-cultural evangelism. Very casually he said, "...There are 
still 2.4 billion people beyond the range of present efforts of any existing church or mission." At 
the closing session of the 1974 gathering-which TIME magazine called the most formidable 
forum of Christians ever to gather together-Billy Graham picked up on Ralph's concern when he 
said: "It is not enough that we witness to our near neighbors, we must cross cultural and 
linguistic barriers with the Gospel." 

All these years the U.S. Center for World Mission has maintained a consistent focus on the 
unreached peoples which has significantly influenced the way we look at missions. In his 



capacity as Chairman of the Strategy Working Group of Lausanne and Director of MARC of 
World Vision, Ed Dayton continued a strong emphasis on the unreached peoples, incorporating 
practical strategies in the book Planning Strategies for World Evangelization. David Barrett has 
contributed significantly with his strong emphasis on the unreached peoples and the least 
evangelized world. John Robb has traveled extensively throughout the world-giving seminars on 
unreached peoples. Frank Kaleb Jansen has poured his heart into the Unreached Peoples Map, 
and so many others have made enormous contributions. 

Jack Frizen is finishing up 29 years as the Executive Director of IFMA-an association of North 
American mission agencies. When he was asked to identify the most significant trend in 
missions during the last twenty years for the Evangelical Missions Quarterly on its twentieth 
anniversary, he answered: "My choice is the renewed focus on unreached people groups and 
penetrating the frontiers still remaining." 

There has been some shift within mission agencies to allot more personnel to unreached areas, 
while at the same time there have been new agencies formed with the major focus on reaching 
the unreached. 

Some years ago, in their longest article ever devoted to the missionary effort, with a pioneer 
missionary on the cover, TIME magazine wrote: "The most important change in Protestant 
missionary strategy in the past ten years has been to identify and seek to contact some 16,000 
tribes and social groups around the world that have been beyond the reach of the Gospel." 

The Adopt-a-People Clearinghouse was established in March 1989 on the campus of William 
Carey International University in a gathering of leaders of 48 mission agencies who recognized 
the need for an independent clearinghouse that would have an exclusive focus on the unreached 
peoples. The Adopt-A-People Clearinghouse has continued to grow to 75 agencies today. Its 
commission is threefold: 1) to compile a global database of unreached peoples to track which 
peoples are unreached, 2) to collect and compile profiles on these peoples and 3) to act as a 
"marketing agent" on behalf of mission agencies for the unreached peoples. 

 
After two years a list has been compiled of unreached peoples, clusters and ethno-linguistic 
blocs, as have other lists, including a list of two thousand least evangelized peoples by David 
Barrett and Todd Johnson with Patrick johnstone. Both Patrick Johnstone and Kaleb Jansen 
reckon that a high percentage of the larger blocs listed have significant church-planting efforts 
among them. Kaleb suggests that this is as high 80%. We are beginning to have visibility within 
these groups of the church-planting work that is being done among them. 

The growth of Two-Thirds World missions to some 50,000 cross-cultural missionaries today, 
with expectation of that number more than doubling by the year 2000 at the present rate of 
growth, is full of promise. 

Agreement by many on a basic understanding of what an unreached people group is resulted 
from the work of a sizable and representative group of people in 1982 who defined the concept 
of an unreached people group in these words: "A people group among which there is no 
indigenous community of believing Christians with adequate numbers and resources to 
evangelize this people group without outside (cross-cultural) assistance." 



All kinds of partnerships, cooperative ventures and alliances are taking shape around the world. 
As a result, at an AD 2000 meeting held in May in Riga, Latvia, at which the declaration 
commitment of the more than 800 Christians from 14 republics of the former USSR was to see 
the 138 ethno-linguistic people groups reached by the year 2000. an alliance of church-planting 
mission agencies was formed. As of last week twenty agencies had joined with a commitment of 
sending 300 long-term missionaries in the next three years and support 500 national 
missionaries. A report from Wycliffe suggests that there are already believers among each of the 
138 ethno-linguistic groups in the former USSR. 

Major national initiatives toward the year 2000 are taking place around the world. In at least 100 
countries of the world today there are spiritual initiatives of Christian leaders in those countries 
toward the evangelization of their countries by the year 2000 and beyond. Even in a country like 
Bangladesh, with its great needs, the initiative of the Garos tribe alone has resulted in a church 
among all of the 20 indigenous unreached tribal peoples of Bangladesh. The Garos are today 
almost 100% Christian, and I will never forget their commitment at the 100 year celebration: "a 
church among each of the peoples of Bangladesh by the year 2000." And they are doing it. 

But for all the focus and growing conviction and momentum of the do-ability of the task, we still 
face enormous obstacles as we seek to complete the task by the year 2000. 

III. For all peoples to be reached by the year 2000, we need to understand and face the 
obstacles to be overcome. 

First of all, a disproportionately low percentage of the personnel and financial resources of the 
body of Christ are being channelled for frontier missions. In fact when you get to the core of the 
core of those who are both spiritually and materially the poorest of the poor, you find that 2.3 
billion people in 19 countries receive only 6% of the missionary force. 

David Barrett has suggested that we give special attention to 3,030 segments. 'These 3,030 
segments make up one quarter of the world's population. They involve some 2,000 peoples, 
1,000 urban centers and 30 countries. Less than .01% of the total mission force is working 
among this block of peoples. They receive about 1,000 missionaries, .1 % of all Christian 
literature, .01% of all Christian TV, and less than .01% of every missionary dollar." One reason 
is that while we have the information and facts about these segments, we have not adequately 
communicated them to local churches and mission agencies. 

Secondly, mission agencies and local churches are still not clear on the facts, nor the 
implications of those facts. In responding to the draft list of 6000 unreached peoples or adoptable 
peoples published by the Adopt-a-People Clearinghouse, the General Director of one of large 
denominationally-based mission wrote: "We are working among 25 to 40 unreached people 
groups around the world. I say, '25 to 40' because one never quite knows if a certain group is 
classified as 'unreached' or not." In my opinion this comment is more a reflection on the 
researchers and missiologists who have been establishing parameters than on the local church or 
mission agency. 

Thirdly, while some churches have responded to the challenge, many have not. David Smith, 
U.S. Director of Mobilization for WEC International, with its long record of missions to 



unreached peoples, wrote the following response to the list in a letter dated August 26, 1992: 
"We are somewhat curious. In the years we have been involved, we have communicated with 
every church that has shown interest. We have aggressively communicated with them. We have 
had five that have really adopted... I hope other missions are having more success." Since 1989 
only eleven churches have adopted unreached people groups through the Adopt-A-People 
Clearinghouse. In fact, the Adopt-A-People Clearinghouse is aware of only 100 unreached 
peoples that have been adopted in all these years. 

Fourthly, we who are in the data collection, analysis and dissemination process have sometimes 
confused those we wish to mobilize by the variety of models we have proposed for 
understanding the state of Christianity. For example, one researcher has given technical 
meanings to terms such as "Christian" and "evangelized" that run counter to the intuition of most 
practitioners. David Hesselgrave, head of the Evangelical Mission Society, has noted that these 
terms are "up for grabs." As Pete Holzmann has researched this issue extensively in recent 
months, he notes that there appear to be two areas of misunderstanding and disagreement among 
various parties. He observes: "We can live with disagreement, as long as we understand each 
other and treat each other with the love and respect God requires of us." The two major areas of 
focus are: 1) What is the proper meaning of exposure to the Gospel, and how is it measured? and, 
2) What is the proper meaning of response to the Gospel, and how is it measured? 

David Barrett has done us all a service by trying to quantify the level of exposure to the Gospel 
that has been given to various segments of our world. 

What about measuring response to the gospel? This relates directly to our subject of reaching the 
unreached peoples. We can all think of some people groups that need no cross-cultural assistance 
to evangelize their own people and thus are clearly reached. We also know other people groups 
that just as clearly require cross-cultural assistance and thus are unreached. And we all know yet 
other groups for which the need for cross-cultural assistance is uncertain and thus we find them 
difficult to classify. 

Billy Graham has stated that it takes 5% effort to win a person to Christ and 95% effort to 
ground that person in his faith in Christ. We need to be careful that in our zeal to get the clearly 
unreached people groups we don't abort God's purposes for those groups which have a good start 
but still require cross cultural assistance. 

The sheer number of people that call themselves Christian in a given people group can give a 
clue to whether a group is reached or not, but it is by no means determinative. 

Dr. Paul Kauffman is an early Pentecostal missionary and the originator of the very fine 
periodical Asian Outreach. He has developed one of the best and most succinct answers to the 
question of "When is a people group reached?" 

Members and friends of the International Society for Frontier Missiology, here are some 
suggestions: 

1. We must repent from all that has hindered the advance of the gospel to the unreached. 
2. We must state clearly the definitions we are using to have a standard of accountability. 



3. We must communicate with clarity in a user-friendly way to bring the light of 
understanding to the unfinished task. 

4. We must understand the differences between our own theological and statistical bases 
in order to understand where it is that we can work in unity and where we work on 
separate paths. 

5. We must all give a clarion call. It would be sad to be left out of the greatest harvest of 
all time, of the reaching of of the unreached peoples, of penetrating the last vestiges of 
enemy stronghold on peoples, as the kingdoms of this world are becoming the kingdoms 
of our God and His Christ. 

IV. For all peoples to be reached by the year 2000 we must take the steps necessary for the 
goal to be reached. 

Ed Dayton, who wrote an outstanding book in Planning Strategies for World Evangelization, 
which focused primarily on the task of reaching all peoples, came up with a seven-step or staged 
process to accomplish this goal for any one single unreached people group. For all the unreached 
people groups to be reached, these steps need to be taken and applied to all the unreached people 
groups. In discussion with Kaleb Jansen, Director of Adopt-a-People Clearing House, we have 
made some slight modifications to the phases. 

Stage 1-"Reported." A people group needs to be reported as unreached. Some missions agency or 
person needs to report that a specific group needs cross-cultural assistance. Minimally this 
includes a description of the locations where this group can be found, the names it is known by, 
the sizes reported for it and the languages in which the people communicate with one another 
and the outside world, including, for example, the trade language, the native language and the 
school language. 

Currently there are several lists circulating on the unreached. We need a target list for AD 2000 
purposes to enlist prayer, to promote deployment of missionaries and the channeling of other 
resources, and to monitor progress toward the goal. 

"Why do people want a list of peoples?" you might ask. "God already has a register of the 
peoples (Psalm 87:6), but we don't know where the group boundaries really are until we run into 
them, and we won't know exactly how many boundaries there are until we have crossed all of 
them." However, we need to start somewhere. Certainly, any list will be dynamic and changing 
as new groups are discovered and other groups are recognized to be extinct or reached. A single 
penetration will not necessarily be adequate to reach all the individuals within most of the 
megapeoples for which we have names. Yet certainly all the people groups within a megapeople 
will be brought closer by the penetration of one of the groups among them. 

Mexico Case Study 

Ron Rowland of Wycliffe has reviewed the response from the field in Mexico. Of the 270 
peoples listed in Mexico, Ron offered the following encouraging comments upon response from 
the field in Mexico and some Ethnologue checking. There may be up to five "unreached peoples" 



which were not included in the list which will require further checking. But very few of those 
listed would come under the category of the "unreached." Nine of these are non-indigenous 
groups that will require special strategies such as the Afro-Seminole Creolean, the Chinese, 
German Jews, Japanese, etc. Ten of the indigenous language groups are "unreached," one 
unidentified, and all are under 8000 in number. Ron notes that they all are in language families 
where there are Christians in related languages who could evangelize them. 

The list of unreached peoples for Mexico, on the basis of the work done by Wycliffe, would be 
reduced from the 270 currently listed to 18 or 19 with the others listed in another category. Ron 
Rowland discovered in his review of the list sent out by the Adopt-A-People Clearinghouse of 
6000 macropeoples, megapeoples and people groups, that all the groups still considered 
unreached in Mexico are in language families accessible to Christians currently speaking some 
related language. 

Following its development in 1989 from a broad-based coalition of mission agencies, the Adopt-
A-People Clearinghouse began the work of compiling a global data base of the unreached. For 
the first step on reporting, there were two parameters that were sought, name and location. These 
were inputted into the computer one by one by one. Mission agencies participated and sent in the 
names of the unreached peoples they were working among or had identified on the field. 
Twenty-three hundred of the 6000 names of peoples currently on the list were gathered this way. 
The remaining 3700 came from research done by individuals primarily from the Adopt-A-People 
Clearing-house. 

Stage 2-"Evaluated." The reported group needs to be verified by a reliable source. Several 
important items should be assessed at this time: 1) The existence of the group, 2) the 
classification of the group as a macropeople, megapeople or people group, 3) four key elements 
reported; primary or representative locations, common names, varying estimates of size and the 
languages they are known to use; 4) the religion and/or belief system; 5) is there a multiplication 
of churches? 6) is there an indigenous trained leadership capable of leading the group? 7) are 
there adequate resources to reach their own group such as the Word of God in their language and 
available, etc.? 8) do they have a missionary movement reaching out from their midst? 

On June 8 a preliminary list of 6000 names of macropeoples, megapeoples and people groups 
was published by Adopt-a-People. 

Stage 3-"Preparation for adoption." Adequate research must be completed to permit interested 
Christians outside this group to make a decision to reach it. The listing of 6000 published by the 
Adopt-A-People Clearinghouse was sent out in conjunction with the the Unreached People 
Resource Network or track of the AD 2000 & Beyond Movement and MARC Publications. It 
was sent to the 75 participating mission agencies of the Clearinghouse. It was also sent to 
national research centers, committees and researchers in various countries around the world. A 
total of more than 200 packages were sent out around the world. 

The response to the list was interesting. Sometimes it created confusion. For instance, one 
General Director wrote back: "I am still trying to figure out what it is you want me to do with the 
extensive material you sent on June 8 with a follow-up letter on August 19." 



To others it created frustration: "We did try, but got totally frustrated in the process when we 
read the section on 'Reasons to Adopt.'" It also produced gratitude: "A hearty word of thanks... 
[for producing] this composite list of unreached peoples. We are fully committed to work 
together with you on this. It's badly needed." Others such as Wycliffe Bible Translators have put 
significant energy and personnel into the review and validation process . Wycliffe sent out the 
listing of people groups to each of the fields by country and have received responses from twelve 
countries so far, including Mexico, Peru, and Nigeria. National researchers and research teams 
offered their input. In fact, the Church Growth Research Center in Madras, India went through 
each of the columns for each of the 1765 people groups on the list of 34 pages, thus partially 
validating the list of 1765 unreached peoples in India. Others were prompted into action. 

India Case Study 

Bob Waymire, of Light International, is one researcher who was prompted into action by the 
distribution of the list. His review of the India portion of the list builds on a 10-year history of 
working with a variety of organizations in India-including the India Missions Association-
towards establishing effective information gathering, managing, and application techniques and 
structures. 

 
India is probably the most diverse country in the world when it comes to peoples and people 
groups. The difficulty in describing this broad mosaic is compounded by the caste system, the 
large number of languages and dialects, the tribes, and the varieties and strains of religions. India 
hosts almost one-quarter of the all of the 6000 unreached peoples listed by the Clearinghouse. 
Bob writes: "Over the past decade considerable effort has been expended in determination to 
effectively describe and status the people groups in support of evangelism and church-planting. 
Good progress is being made, and a methodical state-by-state survey is in progress coordinated 
by the National Socio-Cultural Survey Committee functioning under the auspices of the India 
Missions Association (IMA)." 

As a result of the work on verification and validation of the list in India, the review by Wycliffe, 
and the work by Light International, three status reports concerning India have been assembled: 

1. A status report primarily on the ethrto-linguistic blocs (approximately 365 entries). 
This contains up-to-date status reports on various aspects of the progress of the Gospel, 
including the number of Christians in each group. Missing is any definitive data on the 
number of churches/congregations. 

2. A case-study/status report on the state of Bihar which includes the latest data from the 
"harvest field/ harvest force" survey just released. This identifies Scheduled Castes and 
Tribes, Muslim Groups, and Backward Castes. (Surveys are near completion in Orissa 
and Andhra Pradesh.) 

3. Basic people group status by state (approximately 1735 entries). The status applies to 
groups less than 2% Christian, and depicts status in 12 categories (reported, verified, 
heard, responded, translated, etc.). There is a group listing for each state with status 
provided by state. 



Although there are many duplications in group names, the status from state-to-state varies 
greatly. In most cases there are language variations by state also. 

It should be noted that much of the data are estimates accumulated from a wide variety of 
sources. Very little of the 1991 Census data is available in the area of religions by state. An AD 
2000 target list is expected to be available by December 31,1992. 

Stage 4-"Adopted." The people group needs to be adopted. The Adopt-A-People Clearinghouse 
is planning an adoption process by assigning people groups to churches by zip code around the 
U.S. 

The U.S. is no longer alone in desiring to adopt and reach the unreached peoples. In Latin 
America, COMIBAM is sponsoring a meeting next month to consider national and continental 
strategies for the adoption of unreached peoples and to equip key Latin American researchers to 
coordinate the establishment of "permanent national research functions" in every country in 
Latin America. Costa Rica has taken major steps toward becoming a full partner in reaching the 
unreached peoples. They went through a process of determining that 50 people groups was their 
"fair share" as the church in Costa Rica based a proportionate approach to the number of 
evangelicals in the continent of Latin American and the number of unreached peoples in the 
world. 

The Latin American federation of evangelical missions, FEDEMEC, representing over 30 
denominations and Christian organizations, started in 1986 with a goal of establishing a church-
planting movement of disciples of Jesus Christ in at least 50 unreached people groups by sending 
500 church-planting missionaries by the year 2000. In February they reported that adoptions 
were already up to 100. A series of meetings with denominational leaders, involving prayer and 
research, has taken them through a pre-adoption process. At this point the pre-adopted peoples 
were presented to the national assembles of the different denominations who assessed and 
approved adoptions which then took place at a subsequent national level meeting. They are 
engaged in exploratory trips, local church missions mobilization and missions training, and I 
fully expect at the current pace that they will meet their goals. Africa is seeking to send out 
10,000 cross-cultural missionaries by the year 2000. There is a heavy burden among Africans for 
the people groups of North Africa. 

One of the most hopeful elements of the adoption process is the growing burden among God's 
people. Intercessory prayer by the local church for the unreached peoples at this stage will 
release enormous spiritual power and raise up workers for the harvest field. A significant global 
initiative, with enormous implications for reaching the unreached peoples by the year 2000, is a 
month of concerted prayer and fasting for mission outreach into the 10/40 window scheduled for 
next October. Research indicates that more than 80% of the population of unreached people 
groups live within the 10/40 window. This is apparent whether you consider the 170 
megapeoples listed by David Barrett and Todd Johnson (see IJFM Volume 7. No.4, October 
1990), or the list of 72 peoples on the Unreached People Map published by Frank Kaleb Jansen. 

Over 10,000 African ministers are committed to enlisting the participation of 5 million Africans 
will participate in this initiative of prayer and fasting, concluding with major prayer rallies at 
stadiums throughout Africa on the last Saturday of the month. Over 60,000 are scheduled for a 



simultaneous prayer rally in Osaka, Japan and will be praying "through the window." Simplified 
training materials are being prepared, along with and a 31-day prayer guide for the month of 
October, 1993. These transferable materials will be funnelled through an estimated 150 prayer 
networks, denominations and parachurch ministries. 

Dick Eastman is the chairman of this initiative, called "Praying through the Window." He 
explains that "Every Home for Christ already has contacted our 70 global offices, encouraging 
their involvement in helping alert EHC's estimated 250,000 global prayer partners. Jane Hansen, 
president of Women's Aglow International and vice-chairperson of Praying Through the Window 
said: "I am so excited to see the almost 500,000 women identified with Women's Aglow 
International in 2,500 chapters across 105 nations become involved with this bold campaign to 
focus prayer on the 10/40 Window." 

In Nicaragua, the President of the Alliance of Churches has expressed a commitment to mobilize 
2000 churches in Nicaragua for this event. This month, in one of the largest churches in Mexico, 
an initial seminar is being held to prepare over 1,000 participants for participation in this 
October, 1993 effort. 

This focus on the spiritually neediest part of the world will lead to prayer for the whole area and 
adoption of specific countries. The Adopt-A-People Clearinghouse will be providing unreached 
people materials to those praying for the whole 10/40 window and then in greater detail for those 
praying for the unreached peoples within each country. 

Stage 5-"Church Planting." Initial field work needs to begin with the intent of establishing an 
evangelizing culturally indigenous church. The question is whether there is anyone there 
working with church planting as the primary goal? 

Stage 6-"Exposure." We need to make the claims of Christ widely known among the target 
people group to the extent that we can be sure that the has the gospel been adequately 
presented (50% of the people are being exposed). Here are some factors to consider in 
determining the extent to which a group has been "exposed": radio broadcasts; the Jesus film; 
Christian literature distribution; surveys to determine the extent of knowledge and 
understanding of the Christian message. It is essential to determine the extent to which the 
Word of God has been translated and the extent to which it is available to the individuals 
within the people group. 
 

Stage 7-"Church-planting movement." This is the recognizable indicator that a group may no 
longer need cross-cultural assistance. 

1. Is there an evangelizing church? The group needs to have an indigenous community of 
believers with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize the remainder of the group with 
little or no outside (cross-cultural) assistance. 

2. Is there an adequate core of effective trained church leadership? Without this the movement 
cannot last. 

Stage 8-"Cross-Cultural Mission Movement." To return to Kauffman's true indicator that a group 



is really no longer unreached: 

"It is reached when the believers in that group have been sufficiently grounded in the Word of 
God that they can be identified as disciples of Jesus Christ, who will then begin to multiply 
themselves in their own people group and then into other groups-in obedience to Christ's 
commands." 

In conclusion, let's review the steps for reaching the unreached peoples on the face of the earth: 

1. The group is reported with its identification, its primary locations, names, sizes and languages. 

2. It is evaluated for its classification, reported information, primary religions, existence of a 
multiplying church, indigenous trained leadership, existence and availability of the Word of God, 
etc. 

3. Preparation for adoption completed through completion of a profile detailing the cultural and 
traveling distance to the closest church and the existence of churches and mission agencies 
targeting this group. 

4. The group is adopted by churches or mission agencies for prayer, information gathering and 
financial investment. 

5. Church planting has been initiated as the primary goal of outreach to them. 

6. Exposure of at least 50% of the population to the gospel through radio broadcasts, the Jesus 
film and the distribution of Christian literature must be verified through credible surveys. In 
addition, the Word of God must be translated and available. 

7. A church-planting movement must be growing among the group, with trained indigenous 
leadership. 

8. A cross-cultural mission effort must be reaching out from the group. 

Thomas Wang, founder of the AD 2000 Movement, has said, "Sometimes when I close my eyes, 
it is as if I hear a bell ringing in heaven, and God says, 'Ladies and gentlemen, time is up! You 
have been procrastinating long enough. It is time to finish the job.'" For all peoples to be reached 
by the year 2000 the biblical priority needs to be affirmed among mission agencies and local 
churches around the world. We must make this our top priority. We must realize that this is what 
God is waiting for. We must make ourselves fully available to Christ to this end. 

Above all, we must be careful not to be sidetracked, but keep in view God's deepest passion: 
Reaching all the unreached nations and peoples of the world with the good news of redemption 
in His Son, even in this decade! 
 
Luis Bush is the International Director of the AD 2000 Movement. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


