‘Can This World Be
engelized in Twenty

Years?”
By Arthiu\g. Pierson
from the \@sionary Review,

November: ember 1881

Why not!
terprises in thd
science, art, and
carry the spirit O
into our religious I
by voice and by thd

pse are days of giant en-
terests of commerce,
iterature. Why not
anctified enterprise
and work! I wish
jd of the press to

set forth a practicabldlusiness proposi-
tion, namely, that beforRiliee year 1900, the
gospel shall be preached to living soul!

The time has fully co or conduct-

e world’s
kse of the
business

ing the colossal scheme d
evangelization as an ente
united Christian Church, upd
principles, with a definite P by a
division of the field which is tI'\iivorld,
and a distribution of the work\@inong
all evangelical denominations.

A careful consideration will sho
that it is perfectly feasible, during \g
remaining years of this century, to p
the Word of God into the hands O
every living human being, in his ow,
tongue, and to proclaim the goj
tidings to every creature.

Among the thousand milliogglfof
souls in Papal, Pagan, and Malem
lands, there are at least six dred
millions yet wholly unreacheg
force have we wherewith tgifompass
this host? We must distingujjlfbetween
evangelization and convgifon. To
evangelize, or bring thgiifospel into
contact with souls, is tjflspecial com-
mission of the church filfatt. xxviii. 19,
20). For such a copfiift between the
saving gospel and tjilfunsaved we are
held responsible. gifiversion is God’s
work, and for thajfllf alone is responsi-
ble. But if wejilfeach the gospel to
every creature, ill be with us to add
the work and er of the Spirit. Let
us remembeg at one hundred and
eighteen mjjibns belong to Protestant
and evangiital churches. If we could
depend each one of this whole
number/ll¥f do his or her share of this
work, easily it could be done! If
persofiifly or by proxy, every such
belig should, during these next
twy years, reach six new souls with
thilPospel, the whole world would be
ngelized! Of course we must make a
ge discount from this gross number

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF FRONTIER MISSIONS

What -

Documents, Plans and Propos

b us
one
, only
gelical
Prience.
band, like
ork? Let
ons, during
y new souls
grand result is
it! We may take
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Je of the Gospel, by
his result: that each of
ber shall in some way
Pel into contact with three
ar for twenty years!
Fe both men and means must
be m ied, if this great work is to be
done, We must have at least ten
tho d more missionaries; but that is
buifilific of a thousand of the supposed
tefiillion. We must have at least ten
jon more dollars a year for the
pport of these missionaries, and
fhother ten million dollars for the
various helps and appliances necessary.
But let these ten million disciples give
each five dollars a. year, and we have
fty millions for the work of missions
nually. England gave more than that
arry on the war in Afghanistan.

in estimating our working force.
then suppose that out of t
hundred and eighteen millig
ten millions have real
knowledge, faith, and ¢
Could not God use his picyg
Gideon’s, to do the whg
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still reached! Thin
one in ten of thy
members, and
whole present j
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Of co

e enterprise of the world’s evan-
gel\ition is perfectly practicable. We
neecilinly a baptism of prayer, system-
atic € _and faith in God. If the
childreQlof this world had a project
before t\gln with as good a prospect of
success, yough its dimensions were
world-wid\lthey would undertake it
with an enqiy that would girdle the
earth with m&land means in ten years?
Why do we hd@late?

Let us have \g Ecumenical Council
representing th§iwhole evangelical
church, solely to\gllan a world-wide
campaign, with reNgience to bringing
the tidings of salvi@n into contact
with every soul in tiNghortest time!

Let the field be ma¥led out, and
divided, with as little w2Xgll of men and
means as may be; let \giere be an

and for
pfferings
all be

universal appeal for worl
money, a system of gatheri
so thorough that every give
regularly brought into contact \gh the
Lord’s treasury, and the mbX be
increased to millions! The propqgion
is perhaps startling, and yet, lJookiNgat

it with studied calmness

tell us what is its con-

“Am Appeal to Disciples
erywhere”

Issued by the Northfield Convention,
1885

To Fellow believers of every name,
scattered throughout the world, Greeting:

Assembled in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, with one accord, in one
place, we have continued for ten days in
prayer and supplication, communing
with one another about the common
salvation, the blessed hope, and the
duty of witnessing to a lost world.

It was near to our place of meeting

that, in 1747, at Northampton, Jonathan
Edwards sent forth his trumpet-peal,

calling upon disciples everywhere to
unite the whole habitable globe. That

summons to prayer marks a new era
and epoch in the history of the church

of God. Praying bands began to gather
in this and other lands; mighty revivals
of religion followed; immorality and in-
fidelity were wonderfully checked; and,

after more than fifteen hundred years of
apathy and lethargy, the spirit of
missions was reawakened. In 1784, the
monthly concert was begun, and in.
1792, the first missionary society formed
in England; in 1793, William Carey, the

pioneer missionary, sailed for India.

Since then, one hundred missionary
boards have been organized, and
probably not less than one hundred
including
have gone forth into the

thousand
women,
harvest field. The Pillar has moved

missionaries,

before these humble laborers, and the
two-leaved gates have opened before

them, until the whole world is now a
cessible. The ports and portals of
Pagan, Moslem, and even Papal lands
are now unsealed, and the last of the
hermit nations welcomes the missio
ary. Results of missionary labor int
Hawaiian and Fiji Islands, in Madaga
car, in Japan, probably have no parall
even in apostolic days; while ev
Pentecost is surpassed by the ingathe
ing of ten thousand converts in o
mission station in India within six
days, in the year 1878. The missiona
bands had scarce compassed the wa

ack of new anointing



smoreau

smoreau

smoreau


5901n9551 and sounded the gospel trumpet, when
1ts con- those walls fell, and we have but to
nointing march straight on and take possession

of Satan’s strongholds.

God has thus, in answer to prayer,
opened the door of access to the nations.
Out of the Pillar there comes once more
a4 voice, “Speak unto the children of
lsrael, that they go forward.” And yet
the church of God is slow to move in
response to the providence of God.
Nearly a thousand millions of the
human race are yet without the gospel;
vast districts are wholly unoccupied. So

pies
tion,

y name,
eeting:

yur Lord few are the laborers, that, if equally
,.in one dividing responsibility, each must care
1-days in for at least one hundred thousand souls.

\muning
common
and the

_And yet there is abundance of both men
and means in the church to give the
gospel to every living soul before this

1d. century closes. If but ten millions, out

meeting of four hundred millions of nominal
Jonathan Christians, would undertake such sys-
pet-peal, tematic labor as that each one of that
vhere to number should, in the course of the next
se. That fifteen years, reach one hundred other
new era souls with the gospel message, the
e church _whole present population of the globe
to gather ‘would have heard the good tidings by
 revivals the year 1900!
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| years of
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Our Lord’s own words are, “Go ve,
therefore, and disciple all nations;” and,
"This: gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations; and then shall the end
come”. Peter exhorts us both to "look

God;" and what if our inactivity delays
His coming? Christ is waiting to “see of

issionary the travail of His soul;” and we are
ed, and impressed that two things are just now
‘hundred  of greatimportance: first, the immediate
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 oceupation and evangelization of every
 destitute district of the earth's popula-
_tion; and, secondly, a new effusion of
f, the Spirit in answer to united prayer.

If at some great centre like London
ot New York, a great council of evangel-
_ical believers could meet, to consider
_the wonder-working of God’s provi-
ence and grace in mission fields, and
ow fields now unoccupied may be
sured from further neglect, and to
rrange and adjust the work so as to
revent needless waste and friction
among workmen, it might greatly
rther the glorious object of a world’s
vangelization; and we  earnestly
ommend the suggestion to the
rayerful consideration of the various
odies of Christian believers, and the

nissionary
the wall

_for and hasten the coming of the day of
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various missionary organizations.
What a spectacle it would present both
to angels and men, could believers of
every name, forgetting all things in
which they differ, meet, by chosen rep-
resentatives, to enter systematically and
harmoniously wupon the work of
sending forth laborers into every part of
theworld-field!

But, above all else, our immediate
and imperative need is a new spirit of
earnest and prevailing prayer. The first
Pentecost crowned ten days of united,
continued supplication. Every subse-
quent advance may be directly traced to
believing prayer, and upon this must
depend a new Pentecost. We therefore
earnestly appeal to all fellow-disciples
to join us and each other in importunate
daily supplication for a new and
mighty effusion of the Holy Spirit upon
all ministers, missionaries, evangelists,
pastors, teachers, and Christian
workers, and upon the whole earth;
that God would impart to all Christ's
witnesses the tongues of fire, and melt
hard hearts before the burning message.
It is not by might nor by power, but by
the Spirit of the Lord, that all true
success must be secured. Let us call
upon God till He answereth by fire!
What we are to do for the salvation of
the lost must be done quickly; for the
generation is passing away, and we
with it. Obedient to our marching
orders, let us "go into the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature,”
while from our very hearts we pray,

- "Thy kingdom come.”

Grace, mercy, and peace be with
you all.

Done in convention at Northfield,
Mass., August 14, 1885, D. L. Moody
presiding.

Committee:

Arthur T. Pierson, Philadelphia, Presby-
terian, Chairman.

A J. Gordon, Boston, Baptist.

L. W. Munhall, Indianapolis, Methodist.
George F. Pentecost, Brooklyn, Congre-
gationalist.

William  Ashmore, -
Swatow, China, Baptist.
J. E. Studd, London, England, Church of
England.

Miss E. Dryer, Chicago Avenue Church,
Chicago.
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B udson Taylor, from
Chill's Millions, December 1889
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during thiberiod the njilber of our
stations an{kut-stations 1l been about
doubled, arfilithe numbejilf missionary
workers mojill than treilli, for in the
year 1830 willhad but jhety-one mis-
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Then we hajilito Jllise God for the
100 missionarigii-iver@ils in 1887, and
for the more jilEn fiftfllwho followed
them last ygl incl g the first
American pa We Wloice in first
fruits gathergll in manyibf the more
recent statiogilland that Or 1000 were
added to jMr native WWurches by
baptism dujille the years 188 and 1888,
with contijiled additions {uring the
current yeJill While some cifikerts have
undoubtedl¥ been received YWlemature-
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