United Bible Societies
God’s Word: Hope for All
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now enter 4t numbers of people in alNg@mers of the globe We desire this to provide clear and compelling vision of the
will na sus Christ as Lord, and will grS@in their faith, in- means to achieve these goals.
spired od’s Word, the Word of hope for 3 ‘
4Py God, the source of hope, fill you g all joy and We therefore call for the following:
pf by means of your faith in Him, so that yS@ hope will '
@fiinuc to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit\@ARomans 1. A global status report to the presented, including a clear
13 description of the definitions we use to describe the seg-

ments of the world population, such that all parts of the
Body of Christ—whether denominations, local church-
es or agencies—be inspired to expedite their evangeli-
zation and discipling.

2. Interdenominational and interagency task forces with
the aim of establishing a church planting movement
with a missionary vision within every people by the
year 2000. The gospel should be communicated with
relevance in the language of every people on earth.

3. Research and publish a locally-verified listing of the
world's known 11,500 ethnolinguistic peoples and de-
scriptions of the estimated 2,000 unreached peoples as
soon as possible. Further research of the laiter may re-
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veal as many as 12,000 smaller unreached people
groups within these larger peoples.
Adequate research of the more than 300 megacities of
the world, with priority given to those with major non-
Christian populations. This should include locally-
verified lists of ethnolinguistic peoples and sociological
subsegments of their populations.
Mobilization of global prayer and information networks
for each of the unreached peoples and cities as soon as
possible.
Coordination of the most effective use of supportive
ministries appropriate to expedite these goals—such as
Bible translation, literature, audio and video cassettes,
radio, TV, film, etc. as an essential component of these
networks and task forces.
All Christians to embrace the noble enterprise of world
evangelization as their primary task and to work togeth-
er for its accomplishment, that the Lord Jesus Christ
may be known and glorified throughout the earth. Fur-
ther, to raise vision and hope among all Christians that
they may act in full confidence of God's purpose—there
will be a living testimony of His Kingdom among every
tribe, language, people and nation.

The Relationship Structures Required
and their Functions Defined

We recommend:

1.

The formation of non-hierarchical, global, multilingual,
multinational structures which we define as networks.
Such would minimize costs and maximize flexibility
and initiative at every level.

The setting up of a representative, international commit-
tee of reference to endorse and review strategic devel-
opments of the global goals. This could be an ad hoc
group representing all like-minded global movements.
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3. The teams now developing global databases to cooper-

ate in:

a. facilitating the setting up of regional and national
research functions where none exist.

b. producing a simple yet comprehensive explanation
of definitions and numbers relating to all the peo-
ples and people groups of the world.

c. refining and locally-verifying the current list of
ethnolinguistic peoples by Dec. 1990.

d. relating to regional and national research bodies
for updating database information.

e. sharing and disseminating information (within the
limits of security considerations) with research
bodies and mission agencies.

f. producing an annual global update on progress.
retaining a regulariy-updated list of global prayer
coordinators for specific peoples, cities, etc.

h. presenting research information in a style and form
that will give grassroots/frontline workers the
means to plan and work strategically.

That all regions and nations (where possible) set up Re-

search and Mobilization Centers or Functions, or en-

courage existing research entities to initiate national

surveys to discover the present status and give descrip-

tion of evangelization in all territorial sub-divisions,

geoples, cities and communities of the nation or nations
y:

a. Encourage the involvement of the churches and

agencies in the nation,

b. Producing or facilitating the production of:
i. Single-page profiles for each people and city,
ii. Strategy profiles for each people and commu-

nity,

to motivate and mobilize Christians, churches and
agencies nationally and internationally.

¢. Maintaining and updating the information for the
Body of Christ in the region/country, and produc-
ing an annual progress report.
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d. Maintaining close relationships with the global da-

tabase teams and prayer coordinators.

5. The mobilization of informal global prayer and infor-
mation networks for each of the unreached peoples and
cities with major non-Christian populations which will:

a.

C.

Have one or more global prayer and information
coordinators for each people and city or suitable
grouping thereof. The coordinator(s) will relate to
the research centres and all agencies, churches and
individual missionaries involved for the national
distributors to send out locally.

Be a network of individuals who distribute these
prayer reports in the countries and languages re-
quired.

Feed back new information gained to the local re-
search function.

6. The maximum level of inter-agency/church cooperation
in mission task forces with the aims to:

a.

b.

Coordinate all ministries so as to avoid duplica-
tion.

Employ the best use of supportive ministries ap-
propriate to expedite the goal. These supportive
ministries are to be seen as an essential component
of these task forces.

Enable the production of strategy surveys for
reaching the peoples, cities, efc.

Set intermediate goals as appropriate.

Ensure the provision of accurate, up-to-date infor-
mation to both regional/national research bodies
and appropriate global prayer coordinators.
Carefully define levels of information security
needed.

7. The establishment of national and international training
ministries so that Christians worldwide understand the
people group approach and the application of research
to the task of evangelization. These ministries should
seek to awaken and mobilize all churches, denomina-
tions, mission agencies and educational institutions, in-
volving believers at the grassroots level.
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